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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-18a
A reading from the Prophet Zephaniah.

Sing aloud, O daughter of Sion;

shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,

O daughter of Jerusalem!

The Lorp has taken away the judgements against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.

The King of Israel, the Lorp, is in your midst;

you shall never again fear evil.

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

‘Fear not, O Sion;

let not your hands grow weak.

The Lorp your God is in your midst,

a mighty one who will save;

he will rejoice over you with gladness;

he will quiet you by his love;

he will exult over you with loud singing.

| will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM lsaiah 12:2-3. 4b-d. 5-6 R. 6

R: Shout aloud and sing praise,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

1. Behold, God is my salvation!
| will trust, and will not be afraid,
for the Lorp is my strength and my praise,
and he has been my salvation.
With joy you will draw water
from the springs of salvation. R.

2. Give thanks to the Lorp, invoke his name;
make known among the peoples his deeds;
proclaim that his name is exalted. R.

3. Sing to the Lorp for he has wrought wonders;
let this be known through all the earth.
Shout aloud and sing praise, you who dwell in Sion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. R.
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SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7
A reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians.

Brothers and sisters: Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say,
rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord
is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
R: Alleluia, alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lorp is upon me,

he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 3:10-18
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.

At that time: The crowds asked John, ‘What, then, shall we do?’
And he answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics is to share with
him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.’ Tax
collectors also came to be baptised and said to him, ‘Teacher,
what shall we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than you
are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what shall
we do?’ And he said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.’ As
the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ,
John answered them all, saying, ‘| baptise you with water, but he
who is mightier than | is coming, the strap of whose sandals | am
not worthy to untie. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and
to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unguenchable fire.” So with many other exhortations he preached
good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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