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Statement from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
12/11/2024 
 Having sought the gracious permission of His Majesty The 
King, I have decided to resign as Archbishop of Canterbury. 
The Makin Review has exposed the long-maintained 
conspiracy of silence about the heinous abuses of John 
Smyth. 
When I was informed in 2013 and told that police had been 
notified, I believed wrongly that an appropriate resolution 
would follow.  
 It is very clear that I must take personal and institutional 
responsibility for the long and retraumatising period between 
2013 and 2024.  
 It is my duty to honour my Constitutional and church 
responsibilities, so exact timings will be decided once a 
review of necessary obligations has been completed, 
including those in England and in the Anglican Communion.  
 I hope this decision makes clear how seriously the Church of 
England understands the need for change and our profound 
commitment to creating a safer church. As I step down I do so 
in sorrow with all victims and survivors of abuse.  
  
The last few days have renewed my long felt and profound 
sense of shame at the historic safeguarding failures of the 
Church of England. For nearly twelve years I have struggled 
to introduce improvements. It is for others to judge what has 
been done. 

In the meantime, I will follow through on 
my commitment to meet victims. I will 
delegate all my other current 
responsibilities for safeguarding until the 
necessary risk assessment process is 
complete. 
 I ask everyone to keep my wife Caroline 
and my children in their prayers. They 
have been my most important support 
throughout my ministry, and I am 
eternally grateful for their sacrifice. 
Caroline led the spouses’ programme 
during the Lambeth Conference and has 
travelled tirelessly in areas of conflict 
supporting the most vulnerable, the 
women, and those who care for them 
locally. 
 I believe that stepping aside is in the 
best interests of the Church of England, 
which I dearly love and which I have 
been honoured to serve. I pray that this 
decision points us back towards the love 
that Jesus Christ has for every one of us.  
For above all else, my deepest 
commitment is to the person of Jesus 
Christ, my saviour and my God; the 
bearer of the sins and burdens of the 
world, and the hope of every person. 
 Archbishop Justin Welby 
  
Statement from the Bishop of London 
regarding the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s resignation 
 For survivors of church abuse this 
period has been - and will continue to be 
- an immensely painful and challenging 
time. I know you are deeply conscious of 
this. Many of you have said how difficult 
it was to stand before your congregations 
last Sunday, after the Makin Review 
revealed the abhorrent crimes of John 

Smyth and the tragic failures of the 
Church’s response. 
 You will know people in your 
congregation who have suffered abuse, 
some of whom have been retraumatised by 
the inaction or deeply inadequate response 
of the Church. There will also be victims 
and survivors of whom we are unaware. 
 Given the contents of the Makin Report, 
and its ongoing reverberations, 
including the resignation of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury today, it will be with a grave 
sense of responsibility and no little 
trepidation that we face the next phase in 
the life of the Church of England. I am 
conscious that this Sunday - Safeguarding 
Sunday – will seem more important than 
ever. 
 In this crucial moment, we have the 
opportunity to recognise our individual and 
collective responsibility for those in our 
pastoral care; to lament deeply the history 
of our Church; and to renew our 
determination to achieve the rigorous and 
thorough reset of safeguarding structures 
necessary to deliver a safer church.  
 Central to this must be a genuinely 
survivor-focused approach, with 
independent scrutiny and mandatory 
reporting. A safe church can no longer 
remain just an aspiration, and survivors 
must be key architects and adjudicators of 
the process to get us there.  
  
You are very much in my thoughts and 
prayers as, together, we lament the past and 
set about the vital task of creating a better 
future. 
The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dame Sarah 
Mullally DBE 
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T h i s   S u n d a y 
Sunday 17th November 
33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

10am - Parish Mass 
Divine Office Psalter Week 1, Year B(II) 

K e e p  in  T o u c h 

N o t i c e s   
• Our next PCC Meeting is on Sunday 24th November 

immediately after Mass. 
• Live Stream of Morning Prayer and Mass has started, so please 

join us on YouTube (St. Anselm Hayes) during the weekday 
offices. 

• We will start the church’s Warm Welcome on Wednesday, 
20th November from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

• Please speak to Susan if you would like to attend the Advent 
Service at St. Paul’s Cathedral on 30th November. 

• We are happy to announce that we will start using the English 
Hymnal on 1st December. We are grateful to David for his 
generous donation. 

• We need volunteers to work as sides people to support the 
Church Wardens before, during and after worship by 
welcoming people to church. 

• Please support the church generously through your giving at 
     www.stanselm.co.uk/giving 

Y e a r s  M i n d            
18th   -   Winifred Hellmuth, Sam Hackett, Yvonne D'Unienville  
19th   -   Joan Robbins 
20th  -   Reg Wheeler, Walter William George Wing  
21st   -    Emma Lane 
23rd  -   Emily Davis 

Pray This Week For   
Mavis & Daniel Sibley, Laura & her twins, Jenny Appleby,  
Chris Gomez, Omeeta  Dunrad, Mary, Tiziana  Fiorillo, Terrence Campbell, 
Pauline, Jas, Agnes, Maxcine, Mrs. Antaki, Dany and Fr. Alexander  
Appiah 

Monday 18th November 
Monday of Week 33 in Ordinary Time (G) 
     9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
     5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: St. Anselm Parish  

Tuesday 19th November 
Tuesday of Week 33 in Ordinary Time (G) 
   9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
   5pm - BB & Girl’s Association 
Prayer focus: For all religious  

Wednesday 20th November  
Wednesday of Week 33 in Ordinary Time (G) 
    9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
    11am - 2pm - Warm Welcome 
    5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: Priest and Bishops of the Society 

Thursday 21st November 
The Presentation of The Blessed Virgin Mary (W/G) 
    9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
    5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: New Christians 

Friday 22nd November 
St. Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr (R) 
    9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass   
    12:00 - Angelus & Rosary 
    5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: Struggling Mothers and Fathers 

Saturday 23rd November 
Saturday of Week 33 in Ordinary Time (G) 

[Offices said Privately] 

Sunday 24th November 
CHRIST THE KING 

10am - Parish Mass 
Divine Office Psalter Week 2, Year B(II) 

t w i t t e r . c o m / a n s e l m h a y e s

f a c e b o o k . c o m / s t a n s e l m h a y e s

0 7 4 5 2  7 0 9 2 3 8  ( W h a t s A p p  O n l y )

Advent 
1st December - First Sunday of Advent                  
8th December - Second Sunday of Advent  
15th December - Third Sunday of Advent  
22nd December - Fourth Sunday of Advent (Mulled 
Wine and Minced Pie Will be Served at the hall) 

Christmas 
24th December - Children’s Crib Service (3:00PM) 
24th December - Midnight Mass (11:30pm) 
All Masses Following starts at 10:00 am 
25th December - Family Mass  
26th December - St. Stephen, The First Martyr 
27th December - St. John, Apostle, Evangelist 
28th. December - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

New Year 
1st January - Mary the Holy Mother of God (11:00am) 
No weekday Services From 2nd to 4th 
5th January - Epiphany (Nine Lessons with Carols) 




