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Prayer focus 

For our nation, that we 
will strive to obey the 

commandments of God. 

Worship focus 

That each one of us will 
play our part to present 
Christ to the nations. 
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“No other people is as wise and 
prudent as this great nation.” 
“No other people is as wise and prudent as this 
great nation.” 
With these words, taken from our first reading 
today, Moses promised the people of Israel that 
this is how they would be regarded by other 
nations if they kept the commandments that 
they had been given by God. 
 



Whether we look at the United States, at 
Russia, at North Korea, at our European 
neighbours, at China, nowhere does wisdom or 
prudence seem to be very much in evidence. 
Wisdom is in short supply wherever nations are 
more concerned in extending their influence 
and power over others than they are in ensuring 
that all their citizens have access to the 
necessities of life. 

 Prudence is in short 
supply wherever 
nations are exploiting 
their natural resources 
beyond their 
sustainable capacity, 
and where nations 
collectively are failing 
to deal with, or even 
acknowledge, the 
mounting crises of 
climate change, loss of 
biodiversity, and 
pollution. 
What, you might wonder, has 
this got to do with the “the 
commandments of the Lord 
your God just as I lay them 
down for you”? 
Well, quite a lot, I think. 
We may think that the 10 
commandments and the vast 
number of other elements of the 
Jewish law as detailed in the 
bible or through tradition (613 
of them!) are mainly or only 
concerned with individual 
behaviour. But that would be to 
misunderstand them. Of course, 
they do apply to individuals, 
but they also apply to how 
societies should work. The 10 
commandments, especially, 

have social as well as individual 
implications. 
Adultery, for example, is 
condemned not just as a personal 
sin, but because it threatens the 
stability of the family unit; lying 
is condemned because it 
threatens social cohesion; 
honouring parents is important 
because it symbolises the 
obligations that one generation 
has to others. 
  
If our society could live 
according to these laws, then 
maybe our country would be 
considered by others to be “wise 
and prudent”! 

Fr. Stephen 
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T h i s   S u n d a y 
Sunday 1st September 
22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (G) 

10am - Parish Mass 

PCC Meeting after Mass 
Divine Office Psalter Week 2, Year B(II) 

K e e p  in  T o u c h 

N o t i c e s   
Our next PCC Meeting is today immediately after Mass, 
so please take note.  

Please be reminbed that we are launching the Boys’ 
Brigade and Girls Association in September, so please 
pick a form at the back of the church or speak to Susan. 

We need a person to volunteer as our Children’s 
Champion, if you would like to take up this role, please 
speak to Susan. 

Please support the church generously through your 
giving at www.stanselm.co.uk/giving 

Y e a r s  M i n d                     
1st     -   Albert Mills 
2nd   -   Alice Bacon, Amelia Tansley 
3rd    -   Nellie Robbins         
5th    -   Vera Kelly, Elizabeth Isles, Hazle Morton, Zuheir David 
6th    -   Roulston Franklin, Leslie Franklin  
7th    -   John Allain 

Monday 2nd september 
Monday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time (G) 
   9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
   5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: St. Anselm Parish  

Tuesday 3rd September 
St. Gregory The Great, Pope, Doctor (W/G) 
    9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
    5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: For all religious  

Wednesday 4th September 
Wednesday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time (G) 
    9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
    5pm - Evening Prayer  
Prayer focus: Priest and Bishops of the Society 

Thursday 5th September 
Thursday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time (G) 
   9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
   5pm - Evening Prayer 
Prayer focus: New Christians 

Friday 6th September 
Friday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time (G) 
   9:45 - Morning Prayer | 10am - Mass 
   12:00 pm - Angelus / Rosary 
Prayer focus: Struggling Mothers and Fathers 

Saturday 7th September 
Saturday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time (G) 

[Offices said Privately] 
Prayer focus: Charity 

Sunday 8th September 
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (G) 

10am - Parish Mass 
Divine Office Psalter Week 3, Year B(II) 

P r a y  T h i s  W e e k  F o r                                                                                   
Mavis & Daniel Sibley, Laura & her twins, Jenny Appleby,  
Chris Gomez, Freya, Ato, Omeeta  Dunrad, Susanna Mansah,  
Mary, Tiziana Fiorillo, Lennard Jones Terrence Campbell and  
Dilma. 

t w i t t e r . c o m / a n s e l m h a y e s

f a c e b o o k . c o m / s t a n s e l m h a y e s

0 7 4 5 2  7 0 9 2 3 8  ( W h a t s A p p  O n l y )

BOYS’ BRIGADE AND GIRLS’ ASSOCIATION  
         IN ST. ANSELM CHURCH, HAYES 

CALL: 
07745866624 

OR Email: 
office@stanselm.co.uk 

Starting  

In 

SEPTEMBER

SIGN       
UP 

NOW




